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1 70 Journal of American Folk- Lore. 

Les Mceurs des Indo-Chinois d'apres leurs cultes, leurs lois, leur littera- 

ture et leur theatre. Par Ch. Lemire, Resident honoraire de France. 

Paris, 1902. Pp. 28. Maps and figs. 

This little book contains interesting data concerning the mental charac- 
ters and achievements of the various races and peoples of Indo-China, — 
Annamese, Kiams, Thais, Khmers, Siamese, etc. The Annamese have 
Confucian morals, ancestor-worship, laws and literature, all more or less 
Chinese, — also a sort of bastard Buddhism. In Cambodia, Buddhism suc- 
ceeded Brahmanism, with which it mingled. Just as Annamese culture has 
been so greatly influenced by China, so has Siamese and Thai by India. 
The Chinese drama uses only as springs of human actions natural morals, 
reason, ancestor-worship, — divinity, although dominating humanity, ap- 
pears only vaguely and unpersonified. With the Khmers (Thai) events are 
subordinated to personal merits and demerits, and the characters are in 
mental and supernatural relations with the divinities. The Annamites, a 
realistic people, indifferent to beauty, form, ideal, woman, do not practice the 
dance. With the Cambodians it accompanies all plays and festivals. Said 
Prince Yukanthor : " The Cambodian dance they showed us at Paris in 1900 
resembles the Khmer dance as the civilization introduced into Cambodia 
by the French resembles the ancient civilization of the Khmers ! " 

Some Cambodian proverbs may be reproduced here : — 

1. Do not try to go up stream. 

2. The law, beside our passions, is like a flower on the head of a bald man. 

3. Do not be morose. One can live in a narrow room, but one cannot live with a 
griefstricken heart. 

4. Fortune is not equal to knowledge. 

5. Battle is painful. If the army goes away, be sad. If it stays near, be happy. 

The Siamese tale of "The Walking Skull " is directed at drunkenness. 
Being brief, it may be given here : " Two drunkards were friends. One of 
them died. Some time after the cremation of his comrade the survivor went 
to the cemetery. Perceiving the half-carbonized skull of his friend, he be- 
gan to lament, and, addressing the dead man, he invited him, as a sort of 
adieu, to come to drink a cup with him as of old. He then left. The skull 
at once rolled after him along the road. The drunkard, hearing behind him 
something like the noise of a cracked cocoanut, turned round and saw, to 
his great surprise, the dead man's skull moving towards him as if by means 
of a spring. Brave and gay companion, he was not afraid. ' My friend,' 
he said to himself, ' is thirsty. He is coming to drink some brandy with me 
at the inn where we have passed so many happy moments.' " 

This is a good example of the short Siamese tales. 

Tiele's Kompendium der Religionsgeschichte iibersetzt von Lie. Dr. 
F. W. T. Weber. Dritte deutsche Auflage durchgesehen und umgearbeitet 
von D. Nathan Soderblom, Professor an der Universitat Upsala. Bres- 
lau: Verlag von Theophil Biller, 1903. Pp. xii, 426. 

The very brief space devoted to the religions of primitive America in this 
Compendium, four or five pages only, deserves extension in view of the 



